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The difficulties inherent in a new world order must not be
shirked. Politicians can promise panaceas, prophets can fire
enthusiasms, economists can formulate reforms; but hopes
that a recognition of the rights of man will or can possibly
descend like dew from Heaven after an armistice are mere
dope for the public. It may take years of faith, idealism and
hard work to set up a federation. That is all the more reason
why we should begin to prepare for it now, studying problems
and possibilities and facing up to the sacrifices involved.
Preparation we must have. Christ Himself took thirty years
to prepare for a ministry of three short years. I want to con-
sider federation on its widest basis of international co-opera-
tion, disregarding for the moment its technical aspects,
which cannot at present be formulated; and I want to be very
sure that it conforms to Christian standards. If it does, then
it must be expounded simply and sincerely so that the
ordinary Englishman, and not the politician and the
economist only, can learn of a new world for which to work,
vote, and pray. Nor is it any use to work out a plan from the
purely British angle only; we must sound and consult the
Dominions who are bound to us by such close ties of blood
and tradition, and France, the ally with whom such an
excellent nucleus of federation has already been formed.
The present economic, military, and political union with
France is a good omen for the future and must be maintained
as one of the foundations of the new order- In 2919, when the
danger from the common enemy was removed, the limited
measure of co-operation that had been; achieved between the
Allies was immediately relaxed. This time the union has been
infinitely closer and must be infinitely more durable. Seeing
the success of the Anglo-French experiment, other blocs of
countries might be encouraged to federate, some soon, same
later, according to their outlook and training. It is easy to say
glibly that Germany and the U.S.S.R. must be included from
the start in a federation; but I feel that there must be some
standard of liberty and Christian principles demanded from
the countries participating and that, lest the success of
the whole be jeopardized, the Nazi and Bolshevist states
must be excluded for a time from a share in rebuilding a